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Please deliver following letter from President to Chancellor Adenauer at 
earliest opportunity* . __ '■•..".' 

' BEGIH. TEXT - .' '-- ■■'.''' 

Dear Mr. Chancellor! 

Thank you for your letter of October 1*. 



I was especially gratified by your reaction to my speech "at tho United 






Nations, as I was also by Foreign Minister von Brentano»s public expressiona 
of appreciation. ••■**• l- 

It is a source of satisfaction to me that you have frankly expressed 
your views concerning European security. It is only through such candid 
exchanges that we can preserve the unity and resolution of the West, ihich, 
vre both agree, is absolutely essential. 

Before turning to the main subject of your letter, I should like to 
take this occasion to put before you certain general considerations relating - 
to the present stags of the Berlin crisis. With the conclusion of the round 
of talks rfliich Secretary of State Rusk and I have had with Foreign Minister 

. Gromyko^ 
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' Orongkoy' the "time - Bas~tome"to take counsel with- one another. In cooperation with 
"our British and French Allies/ *o~need to" assess" the significance of certain 
statements made by Mr.' Oromyko,' "to determinejthe best course of action for us to 
pursue, and then to move ahead decisively* mlong liner calculated- to achieve our 
common objectives with respect to Germany and Berlin. 

Tou have been kept fully informed of our discussions with Oromyko through 
your Ambassador in Washington. A s you know, these talks were purely exploratory 
on both sides." In a real' sense they did rat move beyond the stage of verbal 
"sparring, As'Secretary Husk indicated to the Ambassadors, the following generali- 
sations seem justified in the light of the Oromyko talks. 

1. The Soviets have been warned and they appear to have taken cognizance 
of the warning that our present course is dangerous to -then. 

2* They are clear on the point that negotiations on Germany and Berlin must 
be between" the~SovietTJhiotf"and the Western Powers,— not between the GSffijand the 
Western Powers. . . * . 

3. Bie time element has acquired a certain fluidity in terms of when the 
Soviets will "proceed" with unilateral "aetiofljj'bufthe West does not have unlimited _ 
time. The Soviets could, of course,' proceed on a basis not disclosed by Mr. Gromyko. 

U* Further contact of an exploratory nature with the Soviet Union is de- _ 
- sirable not only to probe but to prevent unilateral acts by the Soviets i&iich would 
change the facts of the situation. - 

I think it fair to say that, if the substance of a possible modus vivendi on 
Berlin has not emerged, at least the possible outlines of a procedural formula, 
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leverage *hich the apparent advantages of geography give, him to extract maxim 
concisions from the West.- Ve cannot permit U> to deprive us of any of our vital 
interests in Serllx,,-- and it may -mil' be that our application of this criterion 
ulll make any agreement" ia^eible to attala. But wo shall not find out bsyond 
doubt until we have come to grips with the Soviets In a more substantively signifi- 
cant wy than up to the present. 

2h the meantime, we *ust continue ou^jrilitary build-up and perfect our con- 
tingency planning in all its ramifications. Shis is a matter on which we eapect to 
be in further coamunieation with you. ■» 

Jfr own view is that for the Immediate future, through the period of the Soviet 
Congress, bilateral discussions between the United States and the Soviet Union 
should continue, conducted by tt* ? United States Ambassador in Moscow with 
Ur. Oroayko, or if necessary, Ifr. Shruahcbev. If these bilateral talks go suf- 
ficiently well, a foreign liters'; conference might be held at » later time, 
perhaps in mid-Novunbar;- Wo would,'of course, keep you fully informed on these 
discussions. 

At seme point we will have to decide rtiether to propose negotiations with 
the Soviets of a formal character. -If we cannot make progress through the normal 
processes of diplomacy,- then we shall be faced with even graver military decisions 
than those we have taken so far. Should the confrontation over Berlin move to the 
•tage of great and dramatie crisis,' we shall require not only all the resolution 
***.<****& 5* *"*?<* «.?**??» we cau mustej. j. at al8 ^ assurances that the Alliance 
as a whole, and its principal members, are fully aware of and pr«pared for all " 

the 
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the consciences- in a_ military sense,- 

~~~~~, — C6oingTI6Tt'*Wrtha"'«il>3ect ot Eurepafcr security/ I agree "with you that thera is 

aTgreat laelr of clarlty^surrounding this" concept as trail as inueh public confusion. 

- - - • Perhaps soma of this will ha eliminated hj- my stating unequivocally to yon that - 
1» . . * ..* " 

we are/agreement on your main point that the imposition of a special military status 

for any country of Western Europe especially the -Federal Beptftlie, would he an in- 
" : vitation for "further Soviet -incursions in Earope.-; this would, as you say, include 
* great dangers for the United States, particularly for its security, *'..-. 

I should also clarify that so-called QUOTE disengagement UHQ0OTE is not some- 
thing we contemplate at all. This would create a vacuum of responsibility, and I 
do not believe we can escape our responsibilities. 

As indicated in the disarmament proposals *V-«*? ,' presented to the United 
Nations, the United States Government takes the problem of disarmament very seriously 
and is prepared to exhaust every effort to see what progress can be made in this 
field. Fa think it would be worthwhile to see how the confrontation in Central 
Europe might be reduced." It would certainly be to the' great advantage of the Vest 

if the concentration of Soviet forces in the satellites could be lowered. Steps 

' ba " , 

should/also studied that would assure both sides that no surprise attack is being 

prepared, or is about to be* launched;— All of this proceeds from our deep convictions 

-- that -it. is^in the common interest of both sides that the peace be kept. 

However, all "these matters will require the most careful study and much time 

for their development." * The United States regards this process as a search for areas 

of agreement. 
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of agreement. "It Is by no means soma thing that, could be agreed vary quickly. 

" As far as the nuclear -weapons component of European security is concerned, I 

"need not remind you' that it has been the 'long-established policy of the US Govera- 

nsnt not to relinquish control of nuclear warheads to any nation not owning then 

and not to transmit to any such nation Information or material, necessary for their 

manufacture. This policy is reaffirmed in the US Program for General and Complete? 

Disarmament 'submitted recently in the United Rations. It is my understanding that 

this concept is in fact entirely acceptable to you, and Indeed in conformity with 

your own announced policies* ^ 

Let me assure you that none of this is considered under any illusion as to 
and purposes .... 

the nature/of the Soviet regime, with your assessment of which ■*■ can itoolly agree. 

Let me also assure you that I have the security of the United States and the 

' Federal Republic very much in mind and would do nothing- that might endanger either, 

'the - .-. 

| yp that might lead to/undermining cf HATO, on which the security of both our nations 

lepends. »r 

I trust, dear Xr. Chancellor, that we are in agreement on these matters, and I 

ould appreciate your sending me your thoughts to which we both attribute such 

;reat importance. 

Sincerely, 

(aligned) John F. Kennedy 
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